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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Hello, everyone! WHAT A HOT SUMMER, hotter than last year!  Is that 
possible?  Wow!  I am hoping that many of you were able to stay very healthy 
and that you were able to attend at least one or more of the many Southern 
Gospel music events that have taken place both near and far.

Well, here we are in our new 2024 Fall issue of The Keystone Quarterly!  

Time seems to be going by (too) quickly.  It sure does make me think about 
what I may be overlooking in life and each and every moment.  In this issue, 
we feature a historian article about 1 of our many HOF inductees, this one 
inducted into the PSGMA Hall Of Fame back in 2011.

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are members of 
the PSGMA; we appreciate your continued support; please tell others about 
the PSGMA as well.  If you are reading this and you are not yet a member, take 
a look at the bottom of the back cover of this issue and sign up today!

We hope to see you soon!

Sincerely,

Dave Theis, Editor
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A Word from the President

Hello, Friends!
We are pleased to return to a new year of Southern Gospel music and the 2019 Spring 

Issue of the Keystone Quarterly. I trust that you have had an enriching and safe winter. 
Depending on where you live, the weather sure has been extreme, with one snow storm 
after another. I’m sure we’ll see more of that, but at least we are hopefully at the tail end 
of this cold season, with nicer weather on the way…

It's always good to check the websites and Facebook pages of your favorite southern 
gospel groups and concerts. It’s that time of year again!

This Spring issue is dedicated to our new 2018 Keystone Award Winners and the Hall 
of Fame Inductees. Many of you were able to attend the 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet and the PSGMA sure appreciates your continued support of this 
annual event. Congratulations to Brothers In Grace Quartet, the 2018 PSGMA Keystone 
Award winners! Also, we welcomed John Abraham, Rev. Bill Dykes and David Benner, 
our new 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame Inductees. The banquet attendees also enjoyed a 
superb concert by none other than The Blackwood Brothers Quartet.  Be sure to check 
out the enclosed AD for the upcoming 2019 Hall of Fame Induction Banquet for the 
location and ticket information!

We want to thank you for your continued support of the PSGMA. If you are interested 
in becoming an annual or lifetime member, see details on the back cover.

We hope to see you soon!
Sincerely,

John Lythgoe
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     Hello, Everyone! WHAT A SUMMER! The past few months 
have been a flurry of activity! I hope many of you have gotten 
to attend at least one of the many southern gospel music events 
that have taken place near you. 
     Well, here we are in our Fall issue of The Keystone 
Quarterly. Time seems to be going by so quickly. It sure does 
make me think about what I may be overlooking in life and 
reminds me that I should be making the best of every moment.
     I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are
members of the PSGMA; we appreciate your continued support. 
If you are reading this and you are not a member, take a look at 
the back cover and sign up today!
     Hoping to see you all at our annual PSGMA Hall of Fame
Banquet on October 26th! Please check out the ad in this issue.

Sincerely,

John Lythgoe

John Lythgoe, PSGMA President

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com
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Brothers In Grace 
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann 
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller 
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the  
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting  
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style. 

Contact Information: 
(717)  291-1535 or  

Toll Free (800) 717-8924 
1057 Louise Ave. -  Lancaster, PA 17601 

Email: bigquartet@aol.com 
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com 

 Putting Forth The Word of God in Music 
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On The Narrow Road
with Uncle Brian Rosenbaum

Whew! Summer ministries 
are closing down. Please let me 
encourage you to join us in giving 
GOD praise for all of the things 
that HE brought us through! 

Personally, The LORD JESUS 
CHRIST brought me through 
another month or two of hospital 
visits. I have lost track of all the 
people that GOD put in my path to 
witness to! You can share GOD'S 
JOY and LOVE with ALL KINDS 

of people... Doctors and nurses, visitors and roommates, 
even kids that come in to see a sick relative! What a JOY! 

You know, it really helped me to focus on the people 
around me. I didn't have to focus on me quite so much! 

"Bear ye one another's burdens and thus fulfill the LAW of 
CHRIST", is found in Galatians 6:2. In bearing OTHER’s 
burdens, we can get through OUR burdens more easily! 
What a WONDERFUL SAVIOR we have! HE put all of this 
in HIS PERFECT PLAN!

My aim with THIS issue is to encourage you to join me 
in striving to be THAT Child of GOD! I need your help as 
much as you need mine! 

Therein is a part of the purpose of the PSGMA. Just 
like what CHURCH should be. So, if you are reading this 
and you don't go to church, contact me at (717) 706-1343. I 
would be glad to help you find one. If you sing, find another 
singer to encourage. Participate in the PSGMA activities, or 
contact the PSGMA to find out what you can do to help.

May the LORD bless you and keep you as you press on 
towards the mark of GOD'S HIGH CALLING! 

Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

The Fellowship Quartet
PO Box 403

Ellerslie, MD 21529

By email:
thefellowshipquartet@gmail.com

By Phone:
Brad Lowery (301) 697-3095

http://fellowshipquartet.com/
Keystone Quarterly Page 3

2929THTH ANNUAL ANNUAL
GOSPEL MUSIC GOSPEL MUSIC 

FESTIVALFESTIVAL
PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT 

WPFG RADIO 91.3 FMWPFG RADIO 91.3 FM

SATURDAY EVENINGSATURDAY EVENING
NOVEMBER 9th, 2024NOVEMBER 9th, 2024

6:00 PM at the OTTERBEIN 6:00 PM at the OTTERBEIN 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

647 Forge Road647 Forge Road
Carlisle, PA 17015Carlisle, PA 17015

FALLGOSPELSING.ORGFALLGOSPELSING.ORG

  

WPFG 91.3 FM   &   93.1 FM
CUMBERLAND VALLEY CHRISTIAN RADIO
ANNUAL BENEFIT CONCERT HOSTED BY:

GOLD CIRCLE seating (advance sales only)
$25.00 $25.00 (only 64 seats available)
Ticket prices: $20.00$20.00
GROUPS (10 or more): $18.00  $18.00 each
CHILDREN (12 & under): $6.00$6.00 
DAY OF CONCERT: $25.00 $25.00

Mail check or money order 
(with a self-addressed stamped envelope) 

payable to:
Randy Simpson Ministries

104 Pearl Drive • Carlisle, PA 17013-1044
Phone: (717) 385-8901

OR PURCHASE TICKETS IN PERSON
at Randy's concerts!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!!!

c/o Dave Theis
434 Bethany Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
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The evolution of sound reinforcement in spoken voice and music has advanced immensely over the years.   
Being out of the recording business for years now since 2013, I am sure there are technical terms I don’t even 
understand today.  So, let’s go back to my first involvement of sound in studios and auditorium use.  Recording 
was captured on two of what were called, “Tracks”.  One track was vocals, the other was the piano.  That 
advanced to now: there are tracks galore to capture individually any instrument and any vocal parts.  In early 
years, everyone was present to produce a song.  Now, a participant can record alone if necessary.  Before, when a 
mistake was made, the entire song had to be repeated until totally corrected.  

When The Couriers first did concerts on the road, we had two microphones on stands, a tiny Bogen amplifier 
and two speakers, that for transport purposes were snapped together.  All this plus our suits, which were 
mandatory, cramped together into the car’s trunk.  The purchase of a worn out 1952 funeral limousine (a hearse) 
did give us 5 men more space!  As for pianos, many were atrociously out of tune at the venue.  We carried a 
tuning instrument that was used many times.  As time went on and offerings were slim, we did not hire another 
piano player anymore and started using sound tracks.  Now, tracks are used extensively by groups and soloists.  
As for the current usages of sound, I sometimes think that we have lost a big amount of people to live concerts 
with volumes that cannot be tolerated!  

One interesting sideline in the sound category is that sound purists now believe that even though we have gone 
from 78 RPM to 33 1/3 RPM, to 8 Track, Cassettes, CD to USB - the best sound is still the 33 1/3 albums that are 
now available again from various groups.  It will be interesting what is next; will live concerts be something in 
the past, and now only YouTube and PodCasts will be the future?  In the meantime, support your local artists!

The Sophistication 
Of Amplification
By Duane Nicholson

	

	



Keystone Quarterly Page 5

Hagansfamily.com | Phone: (717) 200-1337 | email: hfministries@comcast.net

CHAPTER	VII	GOSPEL	QUARTET	

	

Spreading	God’s	Word	through	Music!	

Contact	Information:	(717)	249-4938	

Email:	dfmcp7@comcast.net	

Visit	Us	At:	www.chapterviigospel.com	

and	on	Facebook:	

https://www.facebook.com/ChapterVIIGospelQuartet	

Now	booking	Gospel	Music	events	for	2025!	
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JOURNEY New

Melissa Tressler • Shannon & Jeffrey Cavett • Michelle Tantlinger

CONTACT INFORMATION
newjourney3@gmail.com - (724)454−9554 - 170 Double Hill Rd, Mt Pleasant, PA 15666

New album being released 2025! 

Check out our website for 
2024-2025 concerts,

merchandise and to contact us
for future bookings!

www.newjourneyministry.com
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OOuurr  mmiissssiioonn  iiss  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  CCHHRRIISSTT--FFIILLLLEEDD  mmuussiicc  mmiinniissttrryy  aanndd  ttoo  aallwwaayyss  ggoo  wwhheerree  GGoodd  mmaayy  lleeaadd  uuss..  OOuurr  mmuussiicc  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  

ttoo  mmiinniisstteerr  ttoo  tthhee  uunnssaavveedd,,  bbee  aann  eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  ttoo  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  aanndd  ttoo  ddrraaww  aallll,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  uuss,,  ttoo  aa  cclloosseerr  aanndd  mmoorree  iinnttiimmaattee  

rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  oouurr  SSaavviioorr,,  eexxppeerriieenncciinngg  HHiiss  ggrraaccee  aanndd  pprreesseennccee  iinn  oouurr  lliivveess..      --  PPssaallmmss  115500::66    
 

11220077  WW..  HHiigghh  SStt..,,  EEbbeennssbbuurrgg,,  PPAA    1155993311  
EEmmaaiill::  kkeeyyssttoonneessttaatteeqquuaarrtteett@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm                  

WWeebb::  wwwwww..kkeeyyssttoonneessttaatteeqquuaarrtteett..nneett  
        PPhhoonnee::  881144--442211--77442266                        

Keystone State Quartet 

WWee  aarree  sseettttiinngg  oouurr  sscchheedduullee  ffoorr  22002255..    CCaallll  oorr  eemmaaiill  uuss  ttoo  sscchheedduullee  KKSSQQ  ffoorr  yyoouurr  CChhuurrcchh  sseerrvviiccee  oorr  eevveenntt..  

          Tom Wingert, Baritone                    Jordan Bachman, Bass          Julie Sloan, Alto/Lead                 Kim Able, Lead/Tenor

AVAILABLE SOON !!!

Our newest recording

“All About Jesus”
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Being the father of a more recent recipient of the 
PSGMA Hall OF Fame (Randy Simpson), his father, 
Terry Simpson, was inducted into the PSGMA HOF 
back in 2011.

Keystone Quarterly (KQ):  When did the Gabriels 
get started?

Terry Simpson (TS): Jim Bailey had a passion for 
gospel music and a big idea to start a southern 
gospel group.  This idea persisted, so he acted.  
Jim convinced George Jumper and Edd Nickle to 
embrace his dream and it worked, and in 1968 The 
Gabriels (the name means God is my strength) was 
born.

KQ: What was the motivation behind starting the 
Gabriels?  Who were the original members of the 
Gabriels?

INTERVIEW WITH FORMER
PSGMA HALL OF FAME RECIPIENT
TERRY SIMPSON / GABRIELS INTERVIEW

TS: Now it was time to become fishers of men and 
cast a wide net to catch some Godly men to round 
out this quartet; men whose desire was to lift their 
voices and praise the Lord.

That list looks a little like this -
1968 – 1. Jim Bailey (lead singer & guitar)
1968 – 2. George Jumper (tenor singer)
1968 – 3. Edd Nickle (bass singer)
1968 – 4. Gary Eckman (baritone singer)
1971 – 5. Terry Simpson (piano player)
1971 – 6. Nevin Crum (lead singer & guitar)
1972 – 7. Denny Yohn (bass guitar)

KQ:  When was the Gabriels’ last event?  Who were 
the final members of the Gabriels?  What was the last 
concert, and where?  Singing in a traveling Gospel 
group has had to take a strain on you and your 
family, simply from a time consumption perspective.  
What can you share with Keystone Quarterly and 
our readers on how you survived and overcame the 
challenges, if any, associated with singing this long, 
and on the road?

TS: The last concert performed by this lineup was 
in September 2020 at the Churchtown Church of 
God in Boiling Springs, PA.  Members left standing 
at that time were George Jumper, Edd Nickle, Gary 
Eckman, Nevin Crum and Terry Simpson.  The 
Gabriels had traveled the highways and byways 
for over 50 years.  This was made possible with the 
support of their wives and families.  However, top 
of that list is the way God lead them as they traveled 
the roads together as a group.  God wrapped His 
loving arms around them and kept them safe as they 
traveled so many miles over the years.

KQ: If you were to pick the top 3 achievements 
resulting from the Gabriels, what would they be?

Julie Sloan - Historian
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TS: We experienced exhilarating events along the 
way that still exist in our memories, even in our old 
age!

1. The Pennsylvania Nights Concerts held in 
Harrisburg, Lancaster and Clymer, where numerous 
Pennsylvania gospel groups gathered together to 
praise God.
2. The all night sings in Dillsburg, PA at the King’s 
Kids Camp, hosted by The Jacobs Brothers.  This 
all night extravaganza was always jampacked to full 
crowd capacity, as well as all the top gospel artists of 
that time.
3. The privilege to sing in thousands of churches 
and venues, and seeing people’s faces light up upon 
hearing the songs of faith and salvation was truly 
priceless.

KQ:  Of all of the groups, both nationally known and 
regionally known that the Gabriels shared the stage 
with, which ones have been most memorable?

TS: Well, that would be a long list, as The Gabriels 
were honored to share the platform with so many 
great gospel groups down through the years -
The Kingsmen, The Hoppers, The Cathedrals, The 
Hemphills, The Eastmen, The Watchmen, The Jacobs 
Brothers, The Couriers, Blue Ridge Qt., Jerry & 
The Goffs, The Lewis Family, Dixie Melody Boys, 
The Torchbearers, The Keystones, The Downings, 
The Blackwood Brothers, Wendy Bagwell & The 
Sunlighters, JD Sumner & The Stamps, Dominion 
State Qt., and so many others.

KQ: How has prayer impacted the decisions and 
focus of the Gabriels, and give a couple of examples 
of how God answered specific prayers involving the 
Gabriels?

TS:  When our prayers went up, blessings came 
down.  God was our constant companion.  We 
prayed for lives to be changed, and for souls to be 
saved and God used our ministry to do just that.  
We would pray that everyone that heard our songs 
would hear the message of each song and be filled 
with God’s love.

KQ: Since the Gabriels have been successful for all of 
these years, what motivated you to end the Gabriels, 

and what year did they end?

TS:  After recording 10 albums, and at times 
traveling as many as 175 concerts per year, we were 
sidelined by the COVID epidemic in 2020.  As 
time marched along, we did age, and age does have 
a tendency to lessen your energy levels; it hinders 
voice clarity, and traveling is much more fatiguing.  
We sadly disbanded.  But our desire to serve God has 
never faltered.  We just redirect our efforts in other 
areas.

KQ:  Tell us some about your tours; what are some of 
the greatest events that took place?   What are some 
of the challenges with singing away from home? 

TS:  We were nicknamed as “weekend warriors”.  
Even though we traveled into NJ, VA, OH and other 
areas, we made it a point to return home every 
night.  After concerts, our bus driven by me, was 
headed homeward bound, making it possible to kiss 
our wives, hug our children, and sleep on our own 
pillows. This also made the challenges of balancing 
singing and home life a little easier.

KQ:  What advice do you have for young Christian 
singers who want to form a Gospel group, and follow 
in the footsteps of the Gabriels, or other Gospel 
groups?

TS:  Foremost, be sure this dream is Christ centered, 
and a calling of God.  Pray with your loved ones 
and determine if they are on board with it as well.  
Selection of group members is also crucial, making 
sure that cooperation, desire, and common beliefs 
and goals are of one same mind.  If not, the tests 
your group will encounter during travels can sever a 
group and ministry.

KQ:  What challenges or opportunities do you see 
for Southern Gospel music going forward?  How 
does Southern Gospel music capture a younger 
audience in order to preserve the genre in the future?
TS:  I wish the young people of today could 
really hear the terrific message and the close 
vocal harmony that southern gospel music songs 
encompass.  If they could gain the mastery of this 
music genre, they would be hooked for life.  We 
must pass down this great music to our children, 
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grandchildren, and great grandchildren, so they can 
hear and understand how important is it to carry these 
great gospel songs forward into the future.

KQ:  How long have you been involved with the 
Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Association 
(PSGMA)?  What are your plans for the future?
TS:  I have been engaged with Southern Gospel since 
the onset of The Gabriels’, when I joined them in the 
early 70’s.  I myself was honored by the PSGMA in 
2011 by being inducted into the PSGMA Hall of Fame.  
I was thrilled to watch all the original members of The 
Gabriels follow with the same honor -

George Jumper: 2011
Nevin Crum: 2014
Gary Eckman: 2017
Edd Nickle: 2017

Nowadays, I enjoy attending my son’s (Randy 
Simpson’s) concerts.  My son Randy, who has been 
singing almost 40 years, was also inducted into the 
PSGMA Hall of Fame in 2021.
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I’m looking forward to sharing 
the Word through Music in 

2024 and into 2025.  

Contact me. 

My New CD 

   “Just Look To Jesus”    

is now available. 

FFllooyydd  FFoosstteerr  
P.O. Box 1131 

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055 
(717) 303-8706 

floyd@floydfosterfehr.com 

www.floydfosterfehr.com 

 

Southern Gospel Music has 
been a part of my life for over 
35 years.  CCuurrrreennttllyy  II  aamm  tthhee  
lleeaadd  ssiinnggeerr  ffoorr  22  ggrroouuppss,,  
MMaarrcchh  FFoorrtthh  QQuuaarrtteett  aanndd  
HHeeaavveenn  44  SShhoorree..  I also have a 
Solo Ministry 

II  aamm  aa  CChhaarrtteerr  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  
PPSSGGMMAA..    

II  aamm  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  PPSSAACCFF    
((Pennsylvania State Assoc. of County Fairs))  

    II  aamm  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  CCoonncceerrttss,,  
RReevviivvaallss,,  CChhuurrcchh  sseerrvviicceess,,  
FFaaiirrss,,  eettcc  
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